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Intellectual Property as the 
Catalyst for Progress

• India’s Growth Trajectory: India is emerging as a global
leader in innovation and technology. With a rapidly
growing economy, a vibrant startup ecosystem, and a
large pool of talent, India is positioning itself as a hub for
t h l i l d ttechnological advancements.

• The Role of Intellectual Property: Intellectual Property
(IP) plays a crucial role in fostering innovation securing(IP) plays a crucial role in fostering innovation, securing
investments, and protecting creators' rights.
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India’s 
Innovation LandscapeInnovation Landscape

Ri i St t C lt I di i h t 100 i ( t t l d• Rising Startup Culture: India is home to over 100 unicorns (startups valued
over $1 billion), reflecting its vibrant innovation ecosystem.

• Key Sectors Driving Innovation:
• Technology: Software development, Artificial Intelligence, Machine

Learning and FinTechLearning, and FinTech.
• Pharmaceuticals and Biotechnology: Generic medicines, vaccine

development, and innovations in healthcare, also agro-chemicals.
• Green Technologies: Renewable energy solutions and sustainable

innovations.
• Automobile (EV): EV in the form of sustainable innovation.

f ff• Agriculture: Use of AI has increased efficiency in Agriculture.
• Telecommunication
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Government Initiatives:Government Initiatives: 

Make in India (2014)( )

Atal Innovation Mission (2016)

Digital India (2015) 

S I di (2016)Startup India (2016)
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The 
• Protecting Ideas and Inventions: Patents,

trademarks, copyrights, and trade secrets are
key to safeguarding innovation

Importance of 
Intellectual 

key to safeguarding innovation.

• Encouraging Investment: IP rights increase
investor confidence by ensuring that companies
can protect their valuable intellectual assets.

Property (IP) in 
Driving 

can protect their valuable intellectual assets.

• Global Competitiveness: IP protection enables
Indian firms to compete internationally by
providing a strong foundation for global

Innovation
providing a strong foundation for global
expansion.
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IP Trends in IndiaIP Trends in India
• Increase in Patent Filings: India has recorded the fastest growth

in patent applications at 15.7 per cent in 2023, to secure sixth
i i i 10 i f ll h j i ll lposition in top 10 countries for all three major intellectual

property (IP) rights in patents, trademarks, and industrial designs
in the World Intellectual Property Indicators (WIPI) 2024
published by the World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO) It has marked the fifth consecutive year of double digit(WIPO). It has marked the fifth consecutive year of double-digit
growth for India.

• There is a remarkable increase in domestic patent filing marked
more than 52% in the span of last 5 years.
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• Rise in Trademark Registrations: India ranked fourth
globally in trademark filings, with a 6.1 per cent increase in
2023. Around 90 per cent of these filings were by residents,p g y ,
with major sectors including Health, Agriculture, and Clothing
leading the way at 21.9 per cent, 15.3 per cent and 12.8
respectively With over 3 2 million trademarks in force India'srespectively. With over 3.2 million trademarks in force, India s
trademark office holds the second-largest number of active
registrations globally.
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• Focus on IP Awareness: Programs to educate innovators
and entrepreneurs about IP protection, such as workshops,
seminars, and collaborations with academic institutions.

• IP Policies and Reforms: Recent updates in IP laws to make
them more accessible and user friendly such as the Nationalthem more accessible and user-friendly, such as the National
Intellectual Property Policy (2016).
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Empowering Growth Through IP

Economic Benefits: IP drives economic growth by stimulating 
job creation, increasing foreign direct investment (FDI), and 
supporting the development of high-value industries.

Enhancing Global Trade: With robust IP protection, Indian 
businesses are better positioned to enter international p
markets and compete with global players.

Encouraging R&D Investment: IP incentivizes companies 
to invest in research and development leading to furtherto invest in research and development, leading to further 
technological breakthroughs and innovations.

Social Impact: Innovations protected by IP can lead to 
improvements in public health education and sustainableimprovements in public health, education, and sustainable 
development.
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Sector-wise Study of IP Success in India

Ph ti l St t E tPharmaceutical 
Industry: India’s generic 

drug industry, bolstered by 
IP, has made critical 

medications affordable 

Startup Ecosystem: 
Companies like Zomato, 

Ola, and Byju’s have 
leveraged IP protection to 
scale their businesses and 

Tech Innovations: Indian 
companies like Infosys 

and TCS have 
successfully leveraged IP 

to build global brandsglobally. expand internationally. to build global brands.



11

Role of Government 
and Policy Makersand Policy Makers

• Strengthening IP Laws: The Indian government is
committed to making IP laws more efficient and
transparent.

• Incentivizing Innovation: Policies such as tax benefits,ce t g o at o o c es suc as a be e s,
subsidies, and grants to encourage businesses to
innovate and protect their IP.

• Public-Private Partnerships: Collaborations between
the government private sector and academia to promotethe government, private sector, and academia to promote
IP awareness and create an IP-driven ecosystem.
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Best Practices for IP Protection in India

EDUCATING 
ENTREPRENEURS:

IP AUDITS: CONDUCT 
REGULAR AUDITS TO

GLOBAL EXPANSION: 
SECURE IP PROTECTION IN

COLLABORATION AND 
LICENSING: LEVERAGE IPENTREPRENEURS: 

ENCOURAGE STARTUPS AND 
BUSINESSES TO SEEK IP 

PROTECTION EARLY IN THEIR 
PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT 

PROCESS.

REGULAR AUDITS TO 
IDENTIFY AND PROTECT 

VALUABLE INTELLECTUAL 
ASSETS.

SECURE IP PROTECTION IN 
KEY INTERNATIONAL 

MARKETS TO ENSURE 
GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS.

LICENSING: LEVERAGE IP 
THROUGH PARTNERSHIPS 

AND LICENSING 
AGREEMENTS TO GENERATE 

REVENUE AND EXPAND 
MARKET REACH.
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The Future of IP in IndiaThe Future of IP in India
• Strengthening IP Infrastructure

• Modernizing IP Office Systems: One of the key areas of
focus for India’s future IP landscape is the modernization of itsfocus for India s future IP landscape is the modernization of its
IP office systems. The government has already made
significant strides in digitizing processes, including the
introduction of online filing systems for patents, trademarks,
and designs.

• Increased Access to IP Data: Future advancements will
incl de making IP data more accessible to the p blic enablinginclude making IP data more accessible to the public, enabling
businesses, researchers, and startups to leverage existing IP
information for development and commercialization.

• Emerging Technologies : As India embraces emerging
technologies like artificial intelligence (AI), blockchain, Internet
of Things (IoT), and quantum computing, the need for new

d i ti IP t ti illand innovative IP protections will grow.
• In the pharmaceutical sector, especially in biotechnology

and genomics, India is expected to see an increasing number
of biotech patents, biological medicines, and
personalized treatments.
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A bill on trade secrets is being 
discussed in the Indian Parliament, 

Trade

,
aiming to introduce a formal legal 

structure for the protection of 
confidential business information.

The Bill seeks to provide

Legal Definition: Clear definition of 
trade secrets, encompassing formulas, 

designs, business processes, 
customer data, etc.Trade 

Secret Bill –
Upcoming

The Bill seeks to provide 
comprehensive protection for trade 

secrets from unauthorized use, 
disclosure, and misappropriation.

Protection Mechanisms: Legal 
recourse for businesses if trade 

secrets are misappropriated.Upcoming 
legislation in 
India

Key Features of the Trade Secret 
Bill:

Non-Disclosure Agreements 
(NDAs): Encourages stronger 

enforcement of NDAs in business 
d liIndia dealings.

Enforcement & Penalties: Imposes 
penalties for unauthorized access, use, 

di l f dor disclosure of trade secrets.
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India remains one of the largest FDI 
recipients globally with investments inrecipients globally, with investments in 
sectors such as services, manufacturing, 
information technology, and automobile.

Foreign Direct 
Investment 

Increased FDI inflows into e-commerce, 
renewable energy, defense, and aviation.

(FDI) in 
recent years

Liberalized FDI Policies: India has significantly 
relaxed regulations, allowing 100% FDI in 
several sectors (such as defense and retail) 
through the automatic route.

Government policies focus on boosting sectors 
like defense, railways, digital technology, and 
healthcarehealthcare.
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Digital Personal Data Protection ActDigital Personal Data Protection Act

Further the Digital 
Personal Data Protection 
(DPDP) Act is a legislation 

introduced in India to 
regulate the collection, 

storage and processing of

Intellectual Property (IP) 
involves the protection of 

creations like patents, 
trademarks, copyrights, 
and trade secrets, which 
may contain personal or

The DPDP Act impacts IP 
management by controlling 
how personal data tied to 
inventions, products, or 

creative works is handled 

IP owners can use 
compliance with the DPDP 

Act as a differentiator in 
global markets, building 

trust with consumers and 
partners by adhering tostorage, and processing of 

personal data by entities.
may contain personal or 

sensitive data. and shared. partners by adhering to 
data protection standards.
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Encouraging Research and 
Development (R&D) Investment
• Incentivizing Innovation: IP plays a critical role in incentivizing

companies to invest in Research and Development (R&D). The
ability to protect new inventions encourages businesses to
allocate resources to develop innovative solutions, technologies,
and products.p

• Public-Private Partnerships: In India, many public institutions,
such as CSIR (Council of Scientific and Industrial Research),
ISRO (Indian Space Research Organization), and various IITs
(Indian Institutes of Technology), are collaborating with private
firms in cutting edge research and development projectsfirms in cutting-edge research and development projects.

• Universities and Research Institutions: Indian universities and
research institutions are increasingly engaging in innovation and
commercialization of new technologies.
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Conclusion

• India’s Future in Innovation: India is well-positioned to become a
l b l l d i i ti ith IP l i t l l i d i iglobal leader in innovation, with IP playing a central role in driving

sustainable growth and development.

• Empowering Innovators: By protecting intellectual property and
fostering a culture of innovation, India can unlock new avenues for
growth and contribute to the global knowledge economy.growth and contribute to the global knowledge economy.

• Call to Action: It’s crucial for all stakeholders—entrepreneurs,
businesses, and policymakers—to continue strengthening India’s IP
ecosystem to unlock its full potential.
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THANK YOU
ANY QUESTIONS?

HK Avenue 19, Swastik Society, Navrangpura, Ahmedabad  380 009 INDIA
Tel : 91 79 2642 5258 / 5259  Fax : 91 79 2642 5262 / 5263

info@hkindia.com    www.HKINDIA.com


